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Chapter 1, The Arrival

Gaige woke to the sound of gunfire. She was traveling in one of the compartments of a Hyperion train that was carrying a group of vault hunters across the planet she had dreamed of exploring, Pandora. She was technically a part of said group of Vault hunters, and she was supremely excited to be there, hell, to even just be a vault hunter in the first place, but since she was still pretty shaken up about the whole murdering her classmate thing, she decided to separate herself from the group to calm down while sipping cocoa from a thermos while shaking, she would look incredibly uncool if she showed herself to them like this, they were supposed to be Pandora's toughest, not wimps, so she remained in her room. She didn't really know what was going on outside, but she decided she didn't want to get involved, it might have been a full blown gunfight between the other vault hunters and to be honest, they all looked incredibly tough, like, tough enough that Gaige was 100% certain she'd get her ass handed to her if she tried to interfere with whatever was happening. But she shouldn't worry about that, "Just think happy thoughts,no situation is 100% bad." She said to herself. "Deathtrap is working better than ever, good enough to make that cheating bitch explode (Third place my ass) , I managed to get away from law enforcement, Marcie is out of my hair, for better or for worse, I have 20,000 Echocast subscribers, and I finally get to explore Pandora and find out more about the Vault, this is in fact an awesome opportunity that should be taken advantage of!", Gaige was starting to feel better about the whole situation, she decided she might even go outside once the gunfire stopped. She lay on her bed, took a deep breath and smiled, it was all going to be okay. That made her feel better, until she heard the sound of an explosion and felt the whole train being forcibly torn off of the tracks and into the hard ground.

Gaige's ears were ringing and her eyes were closed, her head hurt like all hell and she felt like had just spent an entire night getting drunk and partying, although she had never done that before, she'd like to assume that she knew what it felt like, as all true punks should. She began to try and open her eyes, to get up, but she was having a worryingly hard time with it. "One step at a time", she thought, "First, just put all effort into opening my eyes", eventually, her eyes began to flutter open, revealing harsh snow and one metric shit ton of ice. "Good", she thought to herself. "Now lets try moving my arms", she began gripping at the snow with both arms, trying to get herself up. It was then that she noticed the robot, small and rectangular, standing on one wheel like a uni cyclist, he appeared to be digging or maybe burying something, "Great, another dead Vault hunter, Handsome Jack's been busy." he said with a mechanical voice before turning to face her. "Oh! Wait a minute, you're not dead! YES! Now I can finally get off this glacier! Claptrap, your metaphorical ship has finally come in!", Gaige was very startled by the small robots change in attitude, he looked so excited she didn't want to interrupt him, not that she was sure she could in the first place, seeing as even opening her eyes had proven to be a challenge. While she was thinking to herself, the robot had dug something out of the snow from what looked like a frozen corpse, it was then she noticed the worrying amount of similar corpses around her, but the little robot seemed unfazed by it. "Allow me to introduce myself, I am a CL4-TP steward bot, but my friends call me claptrap! Or they would would if any of them were still alive, or had existed in the first place! Oh, I've got something for you." Claptrap said as he presented Gaige with the thing he had dug up from the corpse. "Here, take this Echo Communicator that I totally didn't loot from one of these corpses, it comes with a class 12 heads up display, complete with a minimap! Now come come friend, let's get you inside." the robot then turned and started wheeling away, talking about his central processor. Gaige took a moment to look around before following, "Where are the other Vault Hunters?" she thought as she looked at the train wreckage, they were all fairly unique, she was sure she'd be able to remember them, the tall one with a mask, the short one that looked like a fist with hair stapled to it, the AWOL soldier, and of course, the siren."I'm sure that they made it somehow." Gaige thought to herself, and began to follow Claptrap, she didn't make it very far before a mysterious female voice spoke to her, telling her "Don't be alarmed" and that she was "Alive for a reason", to be honest, the only thing Gaige felt was fear, in such a short amount of time she had lost everything that had comforted her, on top of actually MURDERING someone, she wasn't sure how much more of this she could take. "How violent would this planet be? How many more people will I kill? Will I even manage to survive this myself?". She was panicking, she was scared, and no one else was there, just her and a funny little robot.

Before long she was inside if the robots house, which was so filled with junk that the Pandoran Pickers would have a field day with it. Dead Claptrap units (if a robot could even be considered alive in the first place) and various other corpses littered the main room, but there was a fireplace, so Gaige couldn't say it was all bad. "So then minion", the little robot began. Wait a minute, when did she become the minion? Ah well, more important things to deal with right now. "Do you have a name? Can you even speak at all?" the little robot continued. "Well, guess it's time to figure out if I still can" Gaige thought. She cleared her throat, then with a hoarse voice she said "Hello Claptrap, my name is Gaige". Well, it was something at least, though she did sound just a tiny bit like a skag, that could be fixed later. "Hello mighty vault hunter Gaige!" Claptrap said excitedly. Huh, "mighty"? She could get used to this. "I'm so happy to have you as my minion! I'll need your help to escape this glacier!", when Gaige looked at him oddly, he continued, "The creatures here are dangerous, none more than a bullymong named Knuckledragger, killed everyone I know", the robot paused for a second, "Anywho, I keep a gun in the cabinet for emergencies, but in here, we should be pretty safe". Gaige chuckled, "Those are famous last words, Claptrap". Just a second later, a huge bullymong entered from the top of the roof, swung down and stole Claptrap's eye, while scaring Gaige out of her wits. When the creature finally left, Claptrap started whimpering "The gun, the gun in the cabinet…". Gaige took a second to collect herself, "It's all cool. You have this under control Gaige, you are like, the biggest badass on Pandora, you've got this locked down. Plus, you have Deathtrap!", Gaige extended her metal arm to try and summon him, but it didn't work, looks like the arm was lightly damaged, not enough to be a detriment, but enough that Deathtrap was out of the question until further notice. "Well Fuck.", she thought to herself, but still, even without Deathtrap, she was still going to be fine. After she regained her composure, she walked over to the cabinet that claptrap was talking about and opened it to find several insta-health vials and a small pistol. "Well, better than nothing I suppose", she thought, it only took seconds for the mysterious female voice to start talking again, but this time about Pandora's last generation of successful vault hunters, and how she was sure that Gaige would be the hero Pandora needed, which to be honest, made Gaige happy. To have someone believe in her was an incredible feeling, and it made her excited and returned some of her spark. "So Claptrap", Gaige turned around to face the robot, "Where are we off to now?". Claptrap turned to her and said that the best bet would be Frostbite Crevasse, and that they should leave immediately, Gaige agreed, and the two of them headed off.

It was kinda scary, the first time she shot to kill. She'd had some basic knowledge of how, but to actually pull the trigger with the intent to end something's life scared her, but she did it, multiple times, she kept telling herself that they are just bullymongs, but she knew inside that a time would come where she would have to kill a human, on purpose, with her own hands, and the thought made her both terrified and disturbingly excited. The duo proceeded through the glacier, with Claptrap acting as her high and mighty ruler, which pissed her off to no end, she wanted to test her newfound shooting skills on him, or leave him buried in the snow. When they were walking through one of the passes, the entire glacier seemed to rock back and forth, startling Gaige, Claptrap said it was handsome Jack's drill digging for the Vault, or her mom just got out of bed. What the stupid robot didn't know was that her mom was dead, it was a touchy subject for her. Eventually the two of them reached a large clearing, they stopped for a minute before Claptrap said that his eye had switched back on, and that he a handsome robot (humble) and a tough looking minion (niiice), which means the bullymong was very close, and he was. Knuckledragger jumped from his perch and smashed a car into two pieces, he then proceeded to start advancing on Gaige. "Alright, you got this." Gaige thought to herself, just be cautious. The very next minute she took a rock to the head. She collapsed in pain, but knew if she stopped fighting that she'd be dead, so she got up and started firing rounds into Knuckledragger's mouth, eventually beating him without further incident. She retrieved Claptrap's eye, he needed someone to put it back in for him, but the robot didn't want her to do it, even though she was among the best engineers on Pandora, he wanted to go to an acquaintance named Sir Hammerlock, in a town called Liar's Burg. She had nowhere else to go, so she followed him, but when he failed to hack the Hyperion door that was blocking them from going through and said he was leaving her for dead, she pointed the new Jakobs revolver she had acquired after the fight with Knuckledragger right at his eye socket and was about to fire until the female voice from earlier unlocked the gate for her, saying that she was an artificial intelligence, but she sounded so proud for helping Gaige out that it was kinda cute. Wait up, did she just find an artificial intelligence cute? And double wait up, why was that the thing that stood out so far? Gaige did get her hands on a shotgun, but unfortunately there were no painkillers, turns out taking a rock to the dome gives you a wicked headache, who woulda thunk it? After some supply gathering and general small arguments, she and Claptrap proceeded to Liar's Burg.


End file.
